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adaptability in making use of cover, in preparing ambushes and strata-
gems and in selecting positions on rough ground where cavalry could
not manceuvre.

The Spanish preparations for the American campaigns, in a period
when warfare both at sea and on land was developing and changing
rapidly, had a haphazard and curiously old-fashioned quality, recalling
the earlier crusades or the romances of late medieval chivalry. The ships
employed were not fighting vessels but small coasters bought or hired
for use as transports. This did not matter, since there was no resistance
by sea and little on the coasts. The fighting forces were not organised
armies in the European sense, but motley groups of adventurers, each
arming himself as best he could, or attaching himself to a leader who
would provide him with arms. There were men among them, pro-
fessional or semi-professional soldiers, who had served with the Great
Captain; there were also blacksmiths, bakers, silversmiths, carpenters;
men who lived by their wits; men of no occupation at all, whose only
experience of fighting had been gained in pot-house brawls. Men who
had been implicated in civil commotions, such as the revolt of the
comuneros, sometimes took themselves off in haste to the Indies. So did
those who had cause to fear the Inquisition; Jews, moriscos, conversos,
were early among the ranks of the settlers in America. They all came,
however, from a harsh country and were accustomed to a hard and
frugal life; they made extremely formidable fighting material. The

leaders were mostly poor gentlemen, bred to arms as was the custom
of the time, but not professional soldiers; a few were cut-throats of
undiscoverable origin. Both discipline and tactics were informal,
largely improvised; this was just as well, since the conguistadores found
themselves in novel situations which no drill-book could have foreseen.
The arms and equipment were as heterogeneous as the men; they in-
cluded few weapons which in Europe would have been considered
modern, and certainly did not, in themselves, confer an overwhelming
superiority upon the Spanish forces. The possession of fire-arms was
naturally an important, but probably not a decisive factor. A ship
carries its armament wherever it goes, but on land cannon had to be
dragged over mountains and through swamps by human strength.

The army with which Cortés invaded Mexico had a few cannon, taken

out of the ships at Vera Cruz and carried along with the army. They

were hauled first by sailors, then by Indian auxiliaries, and finally
mounted in boats for the siege of Tenochtitlin. They must have been
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small and not very effective pieces, though no doubt their noise and
smoke made a great impression. Apart from the cannon, Cortés had
ﬁrﬁn.o: muskets. Horses were more important than mn,n..waEm The
S:QSMEN&\& owed much to the experience gained through ng.ﬁcnmm
of crusading of transporting horses by sea. Bernal Diaz on several
occasions attributed victory ‘under God, to the horses’: but Cortés
vmm OJ_% sixteen horses when he landed, and some of ﬁrmmn were 500
killed in battle. Most of his men fought on foot with sword, pike NSM
Mnn“mmvoi._w?w%. vmmmnro mmﬁzﬁmn of steel over stone, but FM% were
ot a well-equippe i
s quipped European army fighting a horde of helpless
The opposition, of course, was not united; the invaders were usuall
uZm. to form alliances and encourage one Indian tribe to take E.SM
against »zo.%on. The small numbers of the Spanish forces proved in
some situations to be an advantage. In a region where there were no
carts or beasts of burden and all supplies had to be carried on the backs
of porters the large Indian armies could only keep the field for short
periods. When they had eaten the food they carried with them the
had to return home. The Spaniards could move much more mcim_%
and live off the country as they went. This was the main reason for nrw
momomn.om Manco Inca. It was also the reason why Cortés’ army, in the
first disastrous flight from Tenochtitlin, was not long mca:vm.& and
after a few days” hurried march was able to re-form in friendl _ﬁnnln
tory. The docility of the mass of the Indian population mwm the
%romrsnmm with which it was organised for communal Fwo:n was
of great service to the Spaniards. Without Indian labour Cortés n.o:E
not r»<o. built his bergantines, nor have pulled down the buildings of
.H,wsoarz&b. Without the roads, which the Incas had built minr
tributary labour, the Spaniards could not have moved horse and foot
about the high Andes, and might never have nmmnr&,O:Nno. .
Moral factors counted for much. The Spaniards were able to exploit
some of the legends and beliefs of their adversaries in such a SW as
to paralyse opposition, at least temporarily. They themselves :Wﬁwn
doubted that they were fighting mortal men; but to the Indians, horses
and guns could be represented, while they were still new and :w&:&:ﬁ
as trappings of divinity. In Mexico the conventional formalism of the
Aztecs in war, and their preoccupation with capturing prisoners for
sacrifice, put them at a disadvantage in fighting tough and desperate
men who took no prisoners. Finally, the Spaniards had the advantage
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of their truculent missionary faith. The feeling of ‘bringing light to
those who were in darkness’ was general even among the humbler
soldiers, and helps to explain their conviction that, however unsanc-
tified their own lives might be, the Saints fought on their side. This is
not to suggest an unsophisticated credulity. The stories of the actual
appearance of St James in battle were invented by chroniclers, not by
conquistadores; Bernal Diaz treats these ‘miracles’ with ironic contempt.
Nevertheless, the conquistadores prayed to St Peter and St James before
their battles, and the feeling of divine support was strong among them.
In the Old World this, though a stimulus to aggression, had not been
a military advantage, because the enemy, usually Muslim, also possessed
an optimistic faith, whose attitudes towards war, victory and death
were similarly encouraging. Amerindian religion, by contrast, was
profoundly pessimistic, the sad, acquiescent faith of the last great
Stone Age culture. The Indian bq)|yed that his religion required him
to fight and, if need be, to die b . The Spaniard believed that his
religion enabled him to win.

Some of them did win. The exploits of Pizarro, Cortés and their like
attracted the attention of their contemporaries and of historians because
of their conspicuous success. In the settled and populous areas where
these commanders operated no other outcome was possible. Signifi-
cantly, the only lasting military defeats suffered by Spaniards were
inflicted by wild people living a scattered life in wild country. The
Araucanians of southern Chile, the Chichimecas of northern Mexico,
the Caribs of the lesser Antilles, having no great temples or capital
cities, were less vulnerable, more mobile, more dangerous. Spanish
armies, moreover, could be defeated not only by wild men but by the
wilderness itself. It should be remembered that by far the greatest part
of the Americas at that time was neither populous nor productive. Im-
mense arcas were traversed by Spanish explorers who, as conquistadores,
were failures, in that they found nothing which they considered to be
of value. Sixteenth-century knowledge of the vast area which later
became the southern and south-western United States was derived
mainly from two expeditions, that of Hernando de Soto and that of
Francisco Vizquez Coronado. De Soto in 1539 explored from Tampa
Bay in Florida north to the Appalachians and west to the Mississippi.
Coronado in 1541 set out from New Galicia across the Rio Grande
and the Pecos into the great prairies west of the Mississippi, and re-
ported immense herds of ‘cows’ and primitive people parasitic upon
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